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Lesson Twelve: What Does the Bible Say About Race?   

 

A Necessary Unspoken Subject 

I. Today’s question deals with another popular subject for our culture. It is asking, “What does the Bible say about 

Race?”    

A. There is great diversity in our world of race, culture, and language. Even in our own country/city.  

B. And yet where there is diversity/difference, there is often strife and division. It comes from pride. It is 

rooted in arrogance and fear. In the discussion of race, the word we use to define this prejudice is Racism.  

C. Racism is pre-bias, prejudice based on one’s nationality/skin color.  

1. Webster’s defines racism as: A belief that race is the primary determinant of human traits and 

capacities and that racial differences produce an inherent superiority of a particular race  

2. Robert Turner wrote: “Pre-judging means drawing conclusions without sufficient evidence. It means 

disregard for the charged ones rights or claims; an unreasoned bent, without due examination or 

knowledge; bias, premature judgment. It is an ugly ungodly unrighteous attitude that causes us to 

ignore the Creator and mistreat His creatures – and that sin is compounded when the creatures are 

our brethren in the Lord. It closes eyes to beauty, stops ears to truth, and steals from us the 

rationality that is our God-given heritage…prejudice has built spite fences, and prevented a flow 

of love that could enrich our lives beyond fondest imagination. It negates the very brotherhood of 

man.” (Plain Talk, Vol. X No. XI, January 1974) 

 

II. Racism is a difficult subject for us to talk about.  

A. It’s difficult because there are some who want us to believe there is nothing to talk about.  

1. While it is a problem for some, in some circles, it’s not a problem here.  

2. Certainly no one can deny that there has been progress made in this country regarding race, yet we 

are kidding ourselves if we pretend that racism is a dead issue.  

3. We have brethren, people that you may know, who have experienced injustice, unfair treatment, 

discrimination purely because of their race, the color of their skin.  

 

B. It is difficult because we aren’t sure how to talk about it.  

1. The subject is very sensitive, and I don’t want to offend anyone. Using the wrong words, titles, may 

come across as insulting.  

2. Some may feel like because it is such a charged issue, that to bring it up is only to smack the hornets 

nest, so it is best to leave it alone – surely it will go away on its own?  

3. This is untrue. The way we can overcome any evil prejudices in our hearts is to be open to the fact 

they may exist. The Bible mentions race, and racism, and so should we. 

I HAVE A FRIEND 
 



 

I Have a Friend (2018): Lesson Twelve 2 

C. Racism stems beyond nationality or the color of one’s skin.  

1. It’s cultural. Even in our own country, to use terms like, “Southerner/Northerner, Hick, Red neck, 

Texan” may have connotations to it.  

2. This discussion/issue is not unique to the U.S. – there is forms of racism and prejudice worldwide.  

3. Racism is not merely a discussion about white and black. While our culture seems to focus on those 

two races, there are also Hispanic, Asian, Indian, and Native American races that have experienced 

this same struggle.  

 

Racism in the Bible 

I. Racism is not new to our time. We read of issues regarding race in the Bible.  

A. In the 1st century there was the conflict between Jews and Samaritans. The Jews hated the Samaritans.  

1. The Samaritans were a mix of the northern tribe of Israel, with the other nations around them (2 KG 

17:6, 24, 27-29)  

2. So when Jesus met/spoke with the Samaritan woman by the well in John 4, it was a big deal. The 

woman understood the implications of He (a Jew) asking her (a Samaritan) for water (John 4:9) 

 

B. There was also conflict between Jews and Gentiles (non-Jews).  

1. To say that each hated each other was an understatement. It is suggested that Jews washed 

themselves if they thought they had touched a Gentile.  

2. In Acts 10 Peter is sent to preach to a Gentile and his household (Cornelius). It takes a lot of 

convincing for Peter to go to Cornelius (Told 3x, had 2 miraculous dreams).  

a. When he arrives at Cornelius’ house, he makes the statement in v. 34 – “I most certainly 

understand now that God is not one to show partiality, but in every nation the man who fears 

Him and does what is right is welcome to Him.”  

b. Peter preaches the gospel to Cornelius, and they are baptized (v. 48).  

3. The next chapter opens with the Jews confronting Peter, not on the fact that Gentiles obeyed the 

gospel, but on the fact that Peter went to their home and ate with them (AC 11:3).  

a. He made it clear to them in v. 17, “who was I to stand in God’s way?”  

4. Though Peter understood the truth then, he had a relapse in Galatians 2:11-14 

a. Peter had eaten with the Gentiles, demonstrating love and kindness, and yet stopped when his 

Jewish brethren joined them.  

b. He who knew the truth, and yet was influenced by his Jewish peers. And Paul confronts him on 

his hypocrisy.  

c. This ought to remind us, if Peter can succumb to this issue, certainly others today can/may 

struggle with prejudice as well.  

5. When the church began, one the of the first internal issues recorded in Acts was the neglect of the 

Hellenistic Jewish widows (Greek speaking Jewish widows). 

 

C. What is the answer to racism? What does the Bible say about this kind of attitude/prejudice?  
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The Biblical Answer to Racism 

I. Genesis 1 – the Image of God 

A. Gen. 1:26-27 – God made man in his image. Every man is made in the image of God. From one man he 

made all nations (AC 17:26). This verse/principle will serve as a foundation of how we ought to treat one 

another.  

B. Gen. 9:6 – whoever sheds man’s blood, his shall be shed because God made man in His image 

C. Jas. 3:9 – with the same tongue we bless God and curse men who were made in the likeness of God 

D. Gal. 3:26-28/Col. 3:10-11 – we are all one in Christ.  

 

II. James 2:1-13 

A. When you look at this passage, simply replace the words of wealth and poverty, with race “For if a man 

who is white, and a man who is black/Indian/Asian…”. This passage shows us that discrimination is wrong 

because:  

B. It is inconsistent with faith in Christ (v. 1). That is not how Jesus behaved, nor is it in line with what Jesus 

taught. There is no justification for favoritism. Would Jesus buy into that way of thinking (one race superior 

than another)?  

C. It makes us “judges with evil thoughts/motives” (v. 4). The kind of favoritism James describes doesn’t 

come from good thoughts but evil. The treatment we give to people derives from our thoughts about them. 

This kind of insulting, dishonoring treatment stems from wrong or evil thoughts.  

D. It is wrong because God makes no such distinctions (v. 5). God is not a respecter of persons (AC 

10:34; Eph. 5:1). When we engage in this kind of behavior, we’re not acting as God’s children (Matt. 

5:44-48).  

E. It dishonors the poor man (v. 6). Why should we dishonor someone simply or merely because of their 

income, their financial status, or their skin color? 1 Pet. 2:17 says we are to honor all men.  

F. It violates the law of love (v. 8-13). The royal law of love for God and neighbor is ignored when this 

kind of prejudice is practiced.  

 

III. Rom. 13:10; Matt. 22:37-39 

A. The greatest commands are to love God, and to love our neighbor.  

B. Jesus taught about loving one’s neighbor in Luke 10:25-37, telling the story of the good Samaritan. The 

one who proved to be a “neighbor” was the one who cared/served/loved the one in need.  

C. Paul makes it clear that love does no wrong to a neighbor – discrimination on the basis of character-

neutral traits (genealogy, education, race, gender, age, etc.) is wrong.  

 

Understanding the Signs of Racism 

I. Here is where this subject becomes practical and personal. There are many who believe that they do not 

struggle with racism, and yet they speak or act in ways that may be offensive to one from another race.  

A. Racism is not merely heated/targeted aggression against a certain race/ethnicity. Racism can manifest 

itself in the insensitive words/comments/gestures of others. It can come from someone unintending harm, yet 

they are unaware of how their words/actions are perceived.  
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B. For all of us, there may be blind-spots that we are unaware of. We may mean well, have good intentions 

in our hearts, but by the way we speak/behave, it comes across as offensive.  

 

C. Where this begins is the need for honest, often, self-evaluation, a sensitive heart to ensure I am not 

hurting/alienating anyone by my words/conduct.  

1. I need to realize that there may be some words/terms/labels that may offend others/be offensive 

to others.  

a. My friend Tim prefers to be called, “Black.” There are some who prefer “African American.” To 

my friend, being referred to as a “man of color” is offensive.  

b. Some, being well intended, speak without thinking, and say things that are offensive: “You 

preach like a white preacher…”  

c. How will I know which terms are not offensive – talk about it! Ask them! Different people have 

different perspectives.  

d. “Hey, I don’t want to be offensive to you in any way. When discussing race, is there a certain 

word that you prefer?”  

 

2. Along the same lines, I need to realize that there may be certain things I do, approve of, that may 

be offensive to others.  

a. A clear example of this from our country’s perspective was flying of the rebel flag. There were 

some who flew the flag without any hate for others in their heart. To them, the flag defined 

part of their southern culture.  

b. To others, when the flag was adopted by the KKK, they saw the flag as a symbol of hate and 

oppression.  

c. I know of some who were adamant on both sides of this discussion. A brother had the 

confederate flag on his license plate. It bothered a family at the church. The brother had a 

hard time yielding (taking it down) though it clearly bothered another.  

d. The apostle Paul said he would never eat meat if it offended his brethren (1 Cor. 8:13). Is my 

defense over a flag, or a statue, or songs, something that would hurt/alienate/offend a 

brother/sister?  

 

D. There are some clear “DON’TS” when it comes to this subject:  

1. Don’t use stereotypes.  

a. Webster’s defines a stereotype as: a standardized mental picture that is held in common by 

members of a group and that represents an oversimplified opinion, prejudiced attitude, or 

uncritical judgment 

b. They generalize. They are labels. They are often demeaning. They are hurtful. Don’t use them.  

2. Don’t dismiss another’s experience.  

a. Racism isn’t tied to one’s race. One may be more targeted than another depending on culture.  

b. You don’t know what it’s like until… you think yours is bad, you haven’t even come close to my 

own… those words shut down discussion and empathy.  
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c. Suffering is suffering. Prejudice of any kind is bad. Let’s weep with those who weep, and 

comfort those who need comfort – and all resolve to love like Christ.  

3. Don’t ignore one’s race.  

a. Some will say (with good intent) “When I see you, I don’t see you as a black man…” Or, “I’m 

color blind.” That’s a poor statement.  

b. The statement almost carries a negative view towards one’s race. Race, ethnicity, nationality is 

a special part of who a person is, their identity.  

c. Race/ethnicity is something to celebrate – It’s what makes us each unique – and it’s a 

blessing/truly rewarding to learn and share in the different cultures of those around us.  

d. Paul said he became as a Jew to win the Jew (1 Cor. 9:20). Rather than ignoring race for the 

sake of trying to be sensitive, why not learn more about one’s ethnicity, embrace it, and respect 

it.  

 

Overcoming Racism – How to Move Forward 

I. Once we’ve laid the groundwork of understanding this issue, and what God says about it, how do we go 

forward/overcome this thinking?  

A. Examine Self.  

1. Am I part of the problem or the solution when it comes to this discussion? Are my words/is my 

attitude fueling discriminative thoughts? It starts with me!  

B. Talk about it 

1. Some think – don’t bring it up, it’ll go away. Wrong. We need to talk about this subject – teach on it 

– preach on it.  

2. We can go back through the passages above and discuss how God sees all of us, what it means to 

love our neighbors, etc.  

3. We need to keep the discussion ongoing to ensure that we are loving/welcoming/like Christ to 

everyone. 

C. Teach our children  

1. Racism is not something that comes naturally. It is something learned/taught.  

2. While children may notice differences, it’s not to the point of treating others negatively. Children 

tend to love/trust each other though they may look/speak differently.  

3. What message am I teaching my kids about this subject? Am I teaching them about other cultures?  

D. Build relationships with those of different cultures  

1. Get to know them. Get to know more about their race/ethnicity.  

2. Attend congregations that may be of another race.  

E. Dee Bowman once wrote, “Peace is achieved by eliminating what caused the war.”  

1. Fear. Hate. Division. Pride. Those are all behind the prejudice over one’s race/ethnicity.  

2. Racism is overcome by the gospel (Jn 3:16; 1 Jn 2:2).  


